other than indirectly emphasizing the importance of biomechanical interdependence within the body.
In 2002, Rogers et al. 3 proposed a set of 'Tenets of Osteopathic Medicine' and 'Principles for Patient Care'. These tenets and principles were developed by an ad hoc committee of representatives of osteopathic family practice, manipulative medicine, internal medicine, and the basic sciences. The proposed tenets they published were:
1. A person is the product of dynamic interaction between body, mind, and spirit.
2. An inherent property of this dynamic interaction is the capacity of the individual for the maintenance of health and recovery from disease.
3. Many forces, both intrinsic and extrinsic to the person, can challenge this inherent capacity and contribute to the onset of illness.
4. The musculoskeletal system significantly influences the individual's ability to restore this inherent capacity and therefore to resist disease processes. The topic of osteopathic principles and professional identity produces many questions. Are there principles that accurately reflect and are useful for the osteopathic profession today?
Do we have principles that uniquely position us from other professions? Is it important for the profession to clearly define the principles underpinning our practice or do these principles vary so widely between countries and individuals that any attempt to enshrine a set of principles is doomed to failure? Is there a schism between the fundamentalist, traditionalist and progressive movements of the profession, 1 so that no set of tenets will ever gain widespread endorsement? Should any set of tenets be purposefully vague for this reason?
To promote discussion on this subject, the International Journal of Osteopathic Medicine is calling for papers from practitioners, educators and academics for a Special Issue on the principles of osteopathy and osteopathic medicine. We warmly invite all potential contributors who are interested in contributing to a special issue on this topic to contact the journal office by email (osteopathicmedicine@elsevier.com) for further details of article types and schedules.
